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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from Issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308. 

1 . 13 This communication is responsive to the amendment received on 12/06/05 , 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the RCE (filed on 12/06/06) with an After- 
Final amendment (filed on 10/21/05). 

2. Claims 1-3 are pending wherein claims 1-2 are amended. 

Drawings 

3. The submitted formal drawings are accepted by the examiner. 

Response 

4. The examiner withdraws the final rejections mailed on 7/07/2005 due to this 
After-Final amendment. 

Allowable Subject Matter and Reason for Allowance 

5. Independent claims 1, and 2 are allowable over closest available prior art of 
Wang et al. (US Pat. 6,458,478) and Yamaguchi et al. (US Pat. 6,480,767) because 
these references do not teach an output control device directly controls the output 
current extracted fi-om a fuel cell by means of an on/off action, comprising: 

a regenerative electric power calculating device which calculates the 
regenerative electric power which can be generated by regenerative operation of 
vehicle's propulsion motor; and a chargeable power calculating device to determine to 
restrict output current fi-om said fuel cell to zero when said chargeable power is less 
than said regenerative electric power. 

Yamaguchi et al. reference does not make obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art to cure the deficiency of Wang reference because it only teaches about regenerating 
electric power of the battery, while the claimed invention requires a device to calculate 
the regenerative power by vehicle's propulsion motor. 
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6. 



Claim 3 is allowable because it is dependent on allowed claim 2. 



Conclusion 



7. 



Claims 1-3 are patentable. 



8. 



These attached prior art have related subject matter to this pending application; 



however, they also do not disclose above allowance reason. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6759. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00 am - 5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, THOMAS G. BLACK can be reached on 571-272-6956. The Rightfax 
number for the examiner where this application is assigned is 571-273-6759. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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